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Welcome to a new year of Garden Club activities which we hope you 

will enjoy.  Cyclone Yasi put an end to our usual pre-season luncheon 

at Sizzler but our first meeting of the year at the Bella Vista Community 

Centre was well attended with some new faces as well as old friends 

returning. Unfortunately Dr Arden Dearden who was to have been our 

guest speaker was fully occupied at his property in the Whyanbeel 

Valley restoring cyclone damage and asked to be excused from this 

meeting, although he will be visiting us later in the year.    

 

Bev Vallentine stepped in at very short notice and gave us a 

very interesting illustrated presentation on the dry areas of 

Madagascar which she and Mike had visited recently.  Thorns 

abound in this arid region as the only protection for any foliage 

the poor plant manages to grow.  Probably not the sort of 

plants we would be likely to see in our gardens here in the wet 

tropics, but quite spectacular and very unusual. 

 

 

The competition for the day was for a potted foliage plant and joint winners were Travis Teske and Marie 

Nemec. . The new arrangements for the competition are outlined on the program for 2011.  There was also 

some discussion on problems with the “Our Pink Ribbon” hibiscus which a number of members purchased last 

year.  Buds are dropping and flowers are deformed and not opening fully.  Several solutions were suggested 

including fish emulsion and Confidor. We will follow up.  

 

We also enjoyed a DVD compiled by Ron Hill of our Christmas luncheon celebration last year.  Thanks Ron! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cairns Garden Club Inc 

Newsletter 
 

Regrettably the Tropic Garden Fair set down for Mothers Day in May has 

been cancelled.  Many of the exhibitors have been seriously affected by 

Cyclone Yasi and their stock damaged, so it has been decided that the Fair 

will be cancelled this year, hopefully to return in 2012. 

Please note this alteration to your program. 

Thorn tree (close up) 
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Myrtle Rust   ð   the current situation  

These updates have  been developed to keep you informed about  Myrtle rust in 

Queensland and  Biosecurity Queensland's operations.  

     

 

Myrtle rust has been confirmed on 34 sites.   The infected properties include 

production and retail nurseries, one Queensland Government property, public 

parkland areas, revegetation sites and private residences.  

Biosecurity Queensland is working with each of the infected sites to discuss 

management o ptions to manage the disease. The Myrtle rust control group 

met recently  to discuss options for the future management of the Myrtle rust 

in Queensland.  

This Control Group includes representatives from Premiers Department, the 

Department of Environment and Resource Management, local 

government,  Queensland industry bodies and conservation groups including:  

¶ cut flower industry   

¶ nursery and garden industries   

¶ forestry and timber industries   

¶ the Queensland Beekeeper's Association   

¶ Queensland Conservation Council  

Nationally, the decision has been made that it is not feasible to eradicate this 

disease from Australia.  

   

 

Biosecurity Queensland has conducted surveillance on 198 sites across 

Queensland and continues to run diagnostics on samples of potentially infected 

plants. The focus of surveillance activity to date has been on production and 

retail nurseries with surveillance now broadened to include other areas such as 

parklands, roadsides and revegetation sites.   Of the properties surveyed, some 

were direc t traces by movement of planting material, and others were 

surveyed as part of structured delimiting surveillance and through reports from 

the public.  

Trace back and trace forward  investigations are ongoing. These  will determine 

the source of the infected plants at each infected site and  locate any plants 

sold  to other retail nurseries or landscape plantings.  

Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation  

Biosecurity Queensland  

          Call  13 25 23                         Visit www.biosecurity.qld.gov.au  
  

 
 

 

 
 

http://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.vision6.com.au%252Fch%252F10433%252F2dd1j4p%252F1386655%252F35ef08vcj.html&hmac=3f8feaf0506cfd66c28f36282dc2b31d
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There was great excitement at the Flecker Botanic Gardens towards the end of January with the expectation 
that their specimen of the “biggest flower in the world” was about to put in an appearance.  There was good 
news and bad news.  The good news was that the flower, Titan Arum Amorphophallus titanum did appear but 
the bad news was that it didn’t fully open. 
 
This flower was called Hannibal by the staff.  It began to collapse before the bud 
had fully opened.  However, the day was saved by the appearance of its 
neighbour, the slightly smaller flower named Spud.  Spud was a fine upstanding 
specimen which looked magnificent swathed in its ruby robe.  The thousands of 
people who visited the gardens to see the flower and who happened to be there 
at the right time were not disappointed.  One has to be quick to see these 
flowers.  Although huge, after taking years to appear, they are open for only 
about two days. 
 
Staff at the gardens had acquired some pollen from the Sydney Botanic Gardens 
to hand pollinate the flowers in the hope of producing some seeds.  The flowers 
are called “corpse flower” or “carrion lily” because they smell like rotting meat.  
This is to attract their pollinators, usually flies and carrion beetles.  The spadix is 
hollow and the top section is covered in pollen, whilst the lower section has 
bright red/orange carpels.  Although bi-sexual, both halves of the spadix are not 
active at the same time, to avoid the possibility of the flower pollinating itself.  The top of the spadix warms 
up to about human temperature when the pollen is ready – this volatises the “perfume”. 
 
Titans are aroids and occur only in Sumatra, Indonesia.  There are about 170 known Amorphophallus sp., all of 
which are native to Sumatra.  Titans have a huge underground corm and a fibrous root system.  The mature 
corm usually weighs around 50kg but one which was re-potted at Kew Gardens weighed 91 kg!  The flower 
can reach 3m in height and the single leaf 6m tall and 5m wide, with many leaflets.  Titan Arum was given its 
name by Sir David Attenborough when he was producing his “Private Life of Plants” series.  He named it thus 
as it was too cumbersome to keep referring to it by its botanic name. 
 

 

There is another flower also known as “the biggest flower in the world”.  It is 
Rafflesia arnoldii and is also native to Sumatra.  It is not an arum; it is a member 
of the same order as magnolias.  Although named after Sir Stamford Raffles, it is 
not pronounced “Raffles ee ah” but “Raff lee zha”.  The arnoldii comes from Sir 
Joseph Arnold, who discovered it in the Indonesian jungle. 
 
It is also known as “corpse flower” because of its stink which attracts its 
pollinators but unlike Titan Arum, it is unisexual and flowers of both sexes must 
be present to achieve pollination.  Titan Arum is the biggest single flower and 
Rafflesia is the biggest capable of producing more than one flower at a time.  
The Rafflesia flower is also the heaviest.  It weighs up to 10 kg and attains 
100cm in diameter. 
 
Rafflesia arnoldii is a parasitic plant, one of approximately 28 species.  It sits on 

the floor of the jungle, with no roots, stems or leaves.  Its flower has five petals and is a pinkish colour - its 
buds are a dark brownish shade.  At present the Flecker Botanic Garden does not have one of these plants.  
The curator, David Warmington, has advised that, although he would like to have one, ascertaining what 
conditions and host it would need upon which to feed and grow in captivity, is beyond current botanical 
knowledge.  He thinks it is unlikely that Flecker will be able to acquire one in the future. 
 

B I G G E R  T H AN  T E X AS !                        from Bev 

Spud 

Rafflesia arnoldii 
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Saturday 19 March  -  General Meeting   Bella Vista Community Centre 
 

Kim Morris, our guest speaker for this meeting, introduced us 
to a subject about which most of us had probably never 

thought.  The gardens in war grave cemeteries.  The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission is the organization 
which undertakes the responsibility for Commonwealth war 
graves around the world.  
 There are graves in many countries of the world which are 
the resting places of soldiers from Commonwealth countries, 
who have been killed in various conflicts.  The Commission 
has strict rules for the uniformity of plants and lay outs of its 

cemeteries but, as the headquarters are in England, the plants suggested are mainly cold climate 
species, roses being particularly favoured.  As there are now numerous cemeteries located in tropical 
areas, many of these plantings have not been very successful. 

Recently, the Office of Australian War Graves has received 
permission to use more appropriate tropical vegetation in 
cemeteries in countries such as New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands where Australian soldiers are buried.  It has 
been required to submit lists of suitable plants for 
consideration. 

Kim’s firm, Garden City Design Co, won a world wide tender 
for this project to supply the plant lists, to arrange and 
supervise the work to be done in installing all the new plants 
plus their ongoing care in Papua New Guinea; and to compile training manuals for the staff.  He 
showed us many photos of the sites in which he has to work and told us about the plants he has 
selected plus many interesting anecdotes about the vagaries of working with the locals.  It would 
appear to be a huge task and we congratulate Kim and wish him all the best with this new project.  
As with his “Sister Cities” project in Zhanjiang, southern China, we look forward with interest to 
hearing about its progress at future meetings. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lyn Gargan Fran Lindsay Sheena Phillips 

4054 6873 0407 695 891 4039 2447 

Will this work? 

To keep your fruit trees safe from the 
damage caused by the predatory 
pesty flying fox, mix a little prawn 
paste with wet flour, tie in a piece of 
cloth and hang in the tree.  We are 
told that the strong smell will keep 
the flying foxes away at night, and 
save your fruit crop. 
Please let us know if you have any 
success with this method.    

Bomana War Graves Cemetery 

Papua  

At this meeting we also enjoyed our annual plant auction 
in lieu of the normal raffle.  Conducted by Meg Trimble 
this provided a lot of fun and hilarity and it is one of our 
few fund raising events for the year.  Thanks to Meg, for 
the expert and entertaining way she manages to get 
everyone involved.  A big thank you also to those 
members who donated a very interesting spread of 
plants for the auction and of course to those who opened 
their wallets and made purchases.  
The competition for a potted bromeliad was won by 
Travis with Averil second. As the Limberlost Nursery has 
been sold, in future the $10 vouchers for the winners of 
the competition will be from Bunnings. 


