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    General Meeting 18 June 

 
Our June meeting was held in the breezeway of the 

Cairns Regional Council Chambers.  The guest speaker, 

Jason Peoples from Neutrog Fertiliser Company, gave 

an interesting and informative illustrated presentation 

on the history of the company, the manufacturing 

process, and their products; and he also presented 

everyone with a sample box of four products.   

 

 

With the theme of nutrients plus organics the 

fertilisers are all based on processed chicken manure 

with various chemical additives for a different range 

of plants, such as vegetables, roses, lawns, potted 

plants, orchids etc.  They also produce a range of 

accredited organic fertilisers.  

 

The competition for a photograph of an insect was 

won by Travis Teske with Bev Vallentine second. 
 

 

 
 

At the Combined Northern meeting in May at Tully there was a 
very interesting and unusual plant on the raffle table which caught 
¢ǊŀǾƛǎΩǎ ŜȅŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Dorstenia Foetida which is a native of Arabia 
and Ethiopia.  It is an evergreen perennial with thick dark green to 
mahogany coloured stems and light green lanceolate leaves.  They 
are strange looking plants which reach about 30cm high in 
containers.  We are pleased to report that Travis was successful in 
winning this plant when his ticket was called!  
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Guess who we saw at the Cairns Show this year? 
 

  
 
 

     Yes, Elvis was in the building!!! 
 

 
We have received some feedback about the article in our last newsletter 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άhǇŜƴ DŀǊŘŜƴǎέ ƛƴ /ŀƛǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  Lƴ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
reflected those sent by Dr. Nicky Moore, who said:   
 

άL ŎƻƴŎǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ designer open gardens, that 
low standard really does attack the credibility of the whole Scheme. I 
felt a bit the same about 3 of the 4 Port Douglas ones late last year 
too - Perhaps I am just too picky, but I felt it was more about the 
house than the skinny strip of planting around the edges.  Let's hope 
David and Graham can improve the standard now they are 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΗέ 

 
and this from Shirley Bacon: 
 

άL ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ōǳǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ L ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
.ŜǾΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘΤ L ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴȅ 
ideas I wanted to use in our own little patch of garden. And this is 
why I like to visit the gardens of others in our Club as well as Open 
Gardens - for ideas and inspiration. Beauty is obviously in the eye of 
the beholder and since I am no gardener, landscaper or horticulturist, 
I can only appreciate that which pleases me and which can be easily 
adapted or copied!  That aside, I liked hearing a controversial 
viewpoint; it got me thinking and reflecting on my own views and the 
reasons for them.  So thank you Bev for the article and to Sheena for 
welcoming the discussionέΦ  
 

Thanks to those who took the trouble to contact us ς we appreciate the input. 
 

A beautifully presented winning 

entry from Gloria Melvin 
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Unwanted Guests   from Travis 

 
What do you do if you arrive home late in the 
afternoon and find unwanted guests hanging 

around in the backyard?   
 
The first thing I guess is to know if your guests are 

unwanted or not.  Fortunately I knew they were 
unwanted as I had seen some like this before 

when on a hike up the Tooheyõs Track in the 
Goldsborough Valley.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

The Asian honeybee is about 10mm long and has distinct yellow and black stripes 
on the abdomen.  
 

Being late of a Sunday evening and a long weekend as well I thought I would have 
no chance of finding someone to come and get them. Through various means I was 
given a mobile number which I phoned the next day and someone from Redlynch 

was out as soon as possible to get rid of the swarm.  
 

 
 
Asian honeybees are not wanted in Australia for 

a number of reasons. Asian honeybees compete 
with managed European honeybees for floral 

resources. They rob honey from managed hives, 
which may cause hives to die from starvation. 
Most importantly, Asian hone ybees are a 

natural host for varroa mites , a major threat to 
Australia's honeybee industry. Asian honeybees 
also carry other unwanted bee pests and 

diseases.  
 

 
 
 

I now know that the number to phone is 13 25 23 . Even if you canõt recognise the 
bees call this number or report suspected sightings of Asian honeybees immediately 

to Biosecurity Queensland .  

European honeybee on left;  

Asian honeybee on right  

 

 

Asian honeybees on Travisôs 

orange tree 

L.  Asian Honeybees on the Tooheyôs Track 

http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/4790_13505.htm
http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/31_88.htm
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¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 
the plant kingdom and whilst most 
ŀǊŜ ǊŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ 
gardens, they do, however, appear 
from time to time, mostly as benign 
inhabitants and occasionally as 
outright pests.  Some specimens are 
very attractive and colourful, whilst 
others, such as the green/black 
mould which grows all over outdoor 

surfaces in the tropical wet season are just ugly.  There are thousands of species 
in each of these groups, some of which are beneficial to humans and others 
which are toxic and harmful. 

 
 
Fungi are in a group of their own, separate from plants 
and animals; lichens are a mixture of fungi and alga; 
mosses are plants but are non-ǾŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
flowers or seeds (they reproduce by way or spore) and 
moulds are types of fungi.  In future editions of the 
Newsletter, we will have an article or two on these 
species which we hope you will find interesting 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to all members who volunteered to assist with the horticulture exhibits at the Show and 
congratulations to all those members who entered items.          Bev comments: 
 

άFor the past few years, I have assisted with the entries of the cut flowers and foliage in the 
IƻǊǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƛǊƴǎ {ƘƻǿΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ  LƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΣ ǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ άƳȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘέΦ  L ǘƘŜƴ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ DŀǊŘŜƴ /ƭǳō ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 
and actually won! 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ άǇŜǇ ǘŀƭƪέ ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ CǊŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Show, to help keep it vibrant and interesting, and after having learned at our meetings what is 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎƘƻǿ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ŜƴǘǊȅΣ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ άƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƎƻέΦ 
 
I entered my potted Cryptobergia, which had won a first at our club, and it won first prize in its 
category at the Show!!  I also entered some other pots, some cut flowers and a few leaves and won 
some other prizes too.  It was quite a surprise and not at all painful!  I would recommend that all 
members have a go at entering their plants in the show as it is quite a rewarding experience, whether 
or not one wins!έ      

 

Fungi, Lichen, Mosses and Moulds              from Bev 

Moss 

Fungi 

Mould 
Lichen 

Cairns Show �± July 2011 


