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Bus Trip T Sunday 4 May

Following the cancellation of our April meeting du
to Cyclone Ita we were fortunate to have a perfec
autumn day for our bus trip in May. Heading sout
2 dzNJ F A N& ( Mistyiv®urtais Retreat(l 2 (e
Bellenden Ker. Turning west at Ellis Road we dro 8
in through three kilometres of private rainforest arng
were welcomed by our charming hostess and ow
Sharon Salvestrin who took us on a comprehensi
tour.

Misty Mountains is a magnificent property tucked away in the [FRRSTS¥
rainforest, and you may have ventured there many years ago
when it was a heliconia nursery. Since then it has been convejiss
in to a stunning home and very private retreat. We wandered
through the rainforest to a significant creek, think Mosman Gor#
or Babinda Boulders surrounded by giant figs and lush vegeta
Sharon told us that the property was decimated by Cyclone &
Larry, that there was only one large tree remaining, and every- ‘

today, one can just marvel at the wonderfutgeneration of
nature. .

We then wandered
through cleared
paddocks past some
cows and deer up to
the house for very
welcome morning tea
on the verandah.




Continued :
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the wonderful farming country of the tablelands and in
response to a query regarding the lack of animals, we
were reminded that the dairy farmers have gone broke
and sold their herds. We can only hope that ultimately,
dairies return to the Tablelands when our farmers can
sell their fresh milk into Asia at $8 a litre as has been
achieved by Norco for some N.S.W. farmers.

We were greeted at Bundarra Pottery by Annette
Tranter, a ceramic artist who purchased the property
eight years ago. In her purpose built pottery studio
lyySiadS RSY2yaidNr G6SR GKS
clay onto the wheel and creating two pots in the first
d0GF3S LINA2NI G2 FANAY3I Ay
displayed in the gallery area of the studio and many
members purchased beautiful and useful pieces. The
pottery is set in an extensive and interesting garden
with 360 degree views of the Atherton Tablelands, and
we were delighted by some of the witty additions such
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Saturday 17 May i General Meeting
in the garden of Carolyn and Barry Emslie at Goldsborough

What a treat this garden is, the home is
situated high on an elevated block with
extensive views over the Mulgrave Valle
and Carolyn and Barry have maximised k& ;
position and the views with the design of
their garden.

This garden was only established in 200 N
with a combination of native and exotic §
plants including the wonderful mock :
orange hedges which Barry keeps prunej
regularly. A bigjob!! There are ferns, &
bromeliads, foliage and flowering plants in profusion. The private
museum with an eclectic collection which Barry and Carolyn have
accumulated was also a talking point and created much interest.

Our guest speakers at this meeting were Fred and Betty
Howles of Far North Queensland Wildlife Rescue who
gave a talk on their work in rescuing and rehabilitating
native wildlife. Totally voluntary, their network of
carers spreads from Cape York to Cardwell and west to
Mt Garnet. They rescue sick, injured or orphaned native
animals and when they recover they are then released
back into their natural environment.

There is a Wildlife Rescue Centre on Hoare Street,
Manunda and they are always looking for new members
and donations of funds to assist in their work.




The Melbourne Flower Show from Carolyn

In March, my daughter and | flew to Melbourne to
see the annual Flower and Garden Show. Fran was
also in Melbourne and attended the Show too,
which was held in the Exhibition Building near the
city. The building was a mass of beautiful flower
displays, and outside were numerous outdoor small
garden exhibits, food stalls, gardening equipment,
flower displays, a construction competition and a
huge bromeliad display. The Living City caught my
eye as this was a converted shipping container
painted red and covered with different types of
plants. Inside was a display of string plants, succu-
lents wrapped in sphagnum moss, bound with string
and hung to create a new look in hanging gardens.
Later that day my daughter and | participated in a
workshop to make one of these plants.

There were so many brilliant displays, many of &
the entries being from TAFE students competing
in different sections. One competition showed |
ladies constructed from plants, my favorite being'
“the popcorn lady”. Another competition was a | .
cake made of plants. We had a wonderful day ! e
viewing some beautiful and creative flower and |
garden displays, and even though a lot of the
plants do not grow in the Tropics we came home
with some great ideas to try in our own gardens.




Saturday 21 June 1 General Meeting
at the garden of Yvonne and Geoff Leigh at Meringa

This delightful garden is full of interest

with contoured lawn areas bordered by
beds full of many plant varieties, huge -
gerberas, bromeliads, a very interesting#==
cycad, and in the shade house some ve
fine tassel ferns.
There were magnificent orchids both in |
the shade house and growing on trees i
the garden, a large ornamental water

feature and a variety of tropical foliage.
This garden is obviously a labour of lové
by Yvonne and Geoff over many years.

Our guest speaker Les Neill of Orchids North gave our
members a lot of good information on the care and
cultivation of their orchids He suggests watering Van-
das 2 to 3 times a week, wetting the roots then apply-
ing a liquid fertilizer, always half strengttes uses a

mix of bark and charcoal from NuLeaf, which has a ph
of 6, to pot his orchids.

We also welcomed Bryan Peach who has designed a
loop rake in three sizes for cultivation and weeding.
He was interested in feed back from our members.

Left: Fran test driving the loop rake.

The Gerberas Continued
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stunning pink rose.

Congratulations

To Fran Lindsay who was recognised with an International Womens
51 & | ¢ NIRpirihggQuéenslard Woman €onsidering her
list of achievements and many activities, a very well deserved award.
To Rhonda Wallace who has been nominated fol&8 Hero Award
for the wonderful job she does in her position in Security at the
Cairns Airport. Always courteous and helpful, she is noted for going
over and above to assist travellers in any way she can, and
always with a big smile!




