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Sunday 14 June – Coach trip to Mareeba and Julatten

from Travis

After days of showers our first bus trip for the year looked as if it would be a wet and
miserable event. However, it turned out that we didn’t need those umbrellas and we
managed to miss most of the showers that did fall.
Our first port of call, and probably the highlight of the trip, was at Michael and Lindy Alba’s
garden in Mareeba. On a one hectare block they managed to squeeze in a woodland,
vegetable patch, orchard, chicken run plus other various garden beds. Being in Mareeba
where the rainfall is less than on the coast they were able to grow many dry climate plants as
well as the tropical. Their aloes were in flower and were commented on by club members.
With cuppa in hand members were shown around the gardens by Michael or Lindy who
explained their passion for plants and for going organic.
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The next stop was at Charlie Senna’s
bromeliad nursery where some brom
enthusiasts were able to stock up on that
must have brom. Charlie’s “hobby “ saw bush
houses filled with hundreds of different
broms as well as other garden plants and
members were spoilt for choice considering
the very moderate prices.

Onwards we travelled, past
Mt Molloy and down the
Rex Range road to our lunch
destination at the very
popular Highlander Tavern.
It was a great venue for
lunch and we didn’t mind
the passing shower.
After lunch we proceeded
along the highway and came
to Helga’s Nursery where
the plant enthusiasts among
us could once again stock up
on items they needed to
have at reasonable prices.
The new owner, Luke
Trollope was most helpful
and enthusiastic in getting
the nursery back into a
viable business.

Unable to return home down the Rex Range and along
the Cook Highway we retraced our journey back
through Mareeba with a consolation stop at Emerald
Creek Ice Creamery. It turned out to be a long day but
an enjoyable bus trip.
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A GARDEN GLIMPSE — Lennette’s Garden
The first things you notice when you arrive at
Lennette’s home are the beautiful red and yellow
roses growing in the front garden. At the July
General Meeting Lennette won first prize for her
yellow rose “Glorius” As you continue across the
front garden covered in different flowering shrubs
you come to a covered area full of lovely shadeloving plants including this magnificent Tassel Fern.
Lennette has won many prizes at the Cairns Show
with some of her beautiful hanging baskets. Tassel
Ferns are ancient plants belong to the Family
Lycopodiacae which contain one hundred species
including the Coral Fern and the Club Moss. They are
epiphytes which grow on tree branches in the wild,
with their roots combining with the bark of the tree,
often partly covered by moss and ferns. Around the
back, under the stairs, is a beautiful area full of lush
Military Fern and a lovely assortment of colorful
Caladiums. These are tuberous-rooted tropical plants
that thrive in warm climates, coming originally from
South America. Caladiums are a genus of flowering
plant in the family Araceae and are commonly known
as Elephant Ears, Heart of Jesus and Angel Wings.
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by Carolyn

Some highlights from the beautiful gardens we have visited recently.
Our meeting in June was held at the
beautiful tropical garden of Deanne Squire,
this garden has won many awards and has
been featured both on television and in
magazines.
Deanne is a passionate gardener who has
gained many of her ideas from famous
gardens she has visited overseas.
Our guest speaker today was hibiscus guru
Ellen Thomas who showed some beautiful
blooms and shared a lot of information on
the cultivation and propagation of these
versatile shrubs.
The competition was won by Peter Cousens
with a large Begonia paleata leaf.

In July we travelled south to the garden of Carmel
Peatey. We have watched this garden evolve for
eleven years and it never fails to amaze and
surprise . It has grown over the years in scope and
interest but of course the broms are still the hero.
Guest speaker Leah from B& D Landscaping gave us
an insight into heir business which they started
nine years ago and the range of products which
they sell.
Then Sam and Tanya from Pearl Landscaping
gave a practical demonstration on the correct
method of laying pavers and the different effects
which can be achieved.
The competition was won by Lennette Townson
with a beautiful bloom of a very appropriately
named yellow rose “Glorius”.
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Our August meeting and AGM was held at
the charming old historic “Cominos House”
in Greenslopes Street
A lively and
entertaining Q & A session from ever popular
Graeme Byrne was very informative and
enjoyed by members.
Election of office bearers resulted in very few
changes to the executive but some
resignations from the committee left a few
vacancies which are yet to be filled.

There was a real treat in September
when we visited the large and
interesting garden of Helen and
William Simpson at Redlynch. Making
the most of the acreage property
Helen has cultivated a wide range of
plants including a very novel
specimen which she showed us in
Show & Tell. **

If you would like to join the committee just
see Travis or any committee member and
you will be made very welcome.
Committee contact details are on Page 6

** See more about Helen’s plant on
the next page.
Carolyn and her daughter Jodie gave a
hands on workshop in the
construction of hanging string plants
which had everyone participating in
the fun.

5

PATRON:
Kim Morris
PRESIDENT: Travis Teske
4056 1761
VICE PRESIDENT
& CORRESPONDENCE:
Fran Lindsay
0407 695 891
SECRETARY (Minutes):
Susan Bennetts
4033 7885
TREASURER: Sheena Phillips
4039 2447
COMMITTEE:
Barbara Power
0414 696 856
Sallyanne Powell
0407 152 119
LIBRARIAN:
Peter Cousens
4059 0103
PUBLICITY
Sallyanne Powell
Mail: PO Box 503
Cairns Qld 4870
Internet:
www.cairnsgardenclub.org.au
email: Fran Lindsay
frantastic10@bigpond.com

** Helen’s Plant
Brazilian Eidleweiss
(Sinningias leucotricha)
This is an unusual plant which comes from Brazil. It likes
warmth, high humidity, suitable soil and good light with
shade from strong sun. The soil should be well drained
and should contain a liberal proportion of organic matter,
such as leaf mould or peat moss, and enough coarse sand
or perlite to ensure good porosity.

The plant illustrated is
from Travis’s
collection

It is related to a plant most gardeners know - Sinningia
speciosa - commonly known in the horticultural trade as
Gloxinia. It often has a dormant period, when the tuber
should be kept cool and dry until it re-sprouts. The tuber
sits above the ground and looks rather like a hairy yam.
The stems and leaves are covered with soft white hairs
and the flowers, while small, are a bright orange/crimson
colour and are long and tubular, and are said to be
pollinated by hummingbirds in their native habitat.

Know that Native Tree
Satin Oak Alloxylon wickhamii

Satin Oak is an inconspicuous tree to 30m unless in
flower. It is confined to the Wet Tropics where it
occurs south of Cooktown to the Topaz area on the
eastern flanks of Mt Bartle Frere. Satin Oak commonly
occurs in the granitic hills and mountains, being very
rare on the coast. It produces a useful and typical oak
style timber.
Satin Oak is probably most easily seen on the Lamb
Range and on the Windsor Tableland. The related
Alloxylon flammeum has bright red flowers and
commonly occurs on the basaltic soils of the
Tableland.
Features: Leaves are thick textured and relatively
narrow, with obvious looping veins. Large bursts of
pink-red flowers, like a giant Grevillea, appear on the
ends of branches amongst the leaves. Winged seeds
sit inside the pod-like fruit.
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